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and Creole bayou chants to Negro spirituals and cowboy
ballads—were collected on phonograph records.
Painters and sculptors received comparable aid from the
government Beginning late in 1933, the Public Works of
Art Project, sponsored by the Treasury with CWA funds,
hired nearly four thousand needy artists who before the
project closed in the next summer turned out about seven
hundred murals and over fifteen thousand other art works,
featuring American history and the native scene. Public
schools, libraries, courthouses, hospitals, orphanages, of
which the vast majority had never possessed a picture before,
profited from the talents of rising young artists like Frank
Mechau, Peter Bluine and Henry Mattson.
The Treasury then launched a somewhat different venture,
creating a Painting and Sculpture Section looking less to
relief than to the decoration of federal buildings, particularly
post offices, by the most competent artists available. Under
this sponsorship Thomas Hart Benton, Boardman Robinson,
Rockwell Kent, Maurice Sterne, George Biddle and others
covered huge wall spaces, fostering an unprecedented flow-
ering of mural art which, responsive to the new social con-
sciousness, sought not only to portray American life but to
criticize it. Favorite themes were strikes and strike breakers,
bread lines, mobs, sharecroppers, Dust Bowl and flood ero-
sion. Speeding this trend was the inspiration of Jose Cle-
mente Orozco and Diego Rivera, who in 1932-1933 had
brought a mural art to the United States spicing the primi-
tivism and warm colors of their native Mexico with a gusto
for Marxian satire. Notable examples were the formers
"Quetzalcoatl" series for Dartmouth College, and the latter's
designs for the Detroit Institute of Arts as well as the ones
politically unacceptable to the owners of Rockefeller Center.
With the relief need uppermost, the \VPA in 1935 es-
tablished the Federal Art Project, enrolling at its peak over
five thousand persons. Before it came to a close in 1939 the
members of the project painted additional murals for public

